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farm, Fisher said.

‘But help was quick in coming

With the bridge gone, other than wading
or finding a conveniently placed tree to get
across the river, the only other access to
Natural Roots is via a 20-minute hike over a
hilly forest trail on the other side of the

The flooding in 2005 also washed equip-
ment downriver, and the farm lost as much
as 30 feet of river bank in some places.

“... We had a huge group of people hike in
from over the mountain the day after the

flood,” Fisher said. That day, about 30 vol-
unteers showed up, and in days following, See COMMUNITY Page A6.

. Recorder/Peter MacDonald
Leora Fisher shows off the two eggs she grabbed from the henhouse at the Natural
Roots Farm in Conway.

Bernardston
seniors build
on volunteerism

" By DIANE BRONCACCIO

Recorder Staff

BERNARDSTON — They say
a picture is worth a thousand
words, but Claudia Richardson of
Bernardston believes a three-
dimensional object is worth even
more — especially when teaching -
a new language to someone who
doesn’t speak it.

A volunteer at the Center for
New Americans in Greenfield,
Richardson is a teacher’s aid and
a conversational partner for peo-
ple who are learning to speak
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English. ‘

Besides learning the names of
objects, new English-speakers
need to learn such concepts as “in
front of,” “behind,” or “inside,”
she said.

That’s why the idea of using a.

dollhouse as a language tool
appealed to Richardson: objects
could not only be picked up and
passed around, for students to
identify ... they could also be used
to demonstrate relationship con-
cepts.

A miniature house big enough
for classroom demonstrations

By DEEDEE CORRELL
Los Angeles Times

‘ Recorder/Paul Franz (
Forrest Smead, Ernest Streeter and Rodney Krug, all of
Bernardston, assemble the dollhouse they made at the
Bernardston Senior Center to help ESL students learn English
words for household items. The dolthouse will be headed to the
Center for New Americans in Greenfield. v

could have cost a lot of money, See BUILD Page A%

See

Bad drivers may be fuel hog

Can motorists change
their behavior?

Denver is the first test site.

DENVER — Hundreds of drivers here will serve as
guinea pigs in a test that’s part sociology experiment, part
environmental advocacy and part Drivers Ed 101.

It poses the question: When motorists see how their own
aggressive driving burns gasoline, will they stop the tailgat-
ing, hard braking and speeding that increase their fuel con-
sumption and contribute to greenhouse gas emissions?

Sponsored by EnCana Oil & Gas Co., the pilot program
aims to quantify the relationship between bad driving and
gas emissions, as well as to convince drivers to change.

“People will modify their behavior,”
Goldenhersh, president and chief executive officer of
Enviance, a California-based company that developed the
software technology for the program.

“Frankly, the prospect of having this thing in my car has
already modified my behavior,” he said.

Four hundred people — 200 in the city fleet and 200 vol-

Photo/Denver Regional C
Hundreds of drivers in Denver will s
pigs in a test that’s part sociology e:
environmental advocacy and part Driv

said Larry

unteers — will have accelerometers instal

See GREEN Page A6
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