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Is fear stopping Spanish mcmw_ﬁ:.mw

Language center thinks immigration debate
may have scared some in community

By RICHIE DAVIS
Recorder Staff

GREENFIELD — In English
classes here for speakers of other
languages, there’s probably an
under-representation of what’s
believed to be a fast-growing Latino

community in Franklin County,
says the executive director of
Northampton-based Center for New
Americans.

Probably as a result of the heat-
ed debate over U.S. immigration
policy, the largely hidden popula-
tion of Mexicans, Guatemalans and

Olimpiu Sabau work on their convers
a story on the center and its students.

other Spanish speakers has been
lying low, believes James Ayers.
The nonprofit agency offers
beginner and intermediate classes
in English and computer use for
newcomers from a variety of cul-
tures at the Greenfield Community
Youth Center, as well as sites in
Ambherst and Northampton.
“Within that community, there
are many people with documenta-

tion, as well as some without docu-
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ational English at the Center for New Americans. See

mentation, who are understandably
much more guarded in connecting
with others and talking about their
needs,” said Ayers. “It makes our
ability to do our work more chal-
lenging. There’s both a lot of anxi-
ety and confusion within the immi-
grant community as a whole. It
includes people with and without
documentation.”

See FEAR Page 4
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Authority wants money
Bank Row revitalizatior

By ANITA FRITZ
Recorder Staff

GREENFIELD — The town has accun
$1.4 million for community developmer
jects, and the agency trying to rec
decrepit Bank Row buildings and the
Theater would like a big piece of that pi

Greenfield Redevelopment Au
Chairman William Martin said it woul
great jumpstart to the urban renewal
that has been identified by the state and |
a high priority for Greenfield.

The $1.4 million is left over fro
Community Development Block Grant P!
from 2005, 2006 and 2007.

«If the town could commit $360,000 to :
a year to the project for five yedrs, tha
be great,” said Martin. “If it could
$50,000 to $60,000 to. implement preli
plans, which would identify which build
should target first, that would be great.”

The authority has been working to
number of older buildings on Main Str
Bank Row to turn them into a mix of
offices and apartments. The plan inv
number of renovations and constructi

See $1.4M Page 8
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Detentions Increase worries

Ayers said that he has heard
from organizations across the
state that regardless of national-

tNovember, Allnutt . Fe a r ®
°

d, and the county
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mission, an advi-
oted against grant-
mit. Allnutt hasn’t
ther to pursue a

its budget from federal and state

Tensions spilled over last education sources — about

re the Board of

Y was unfair, he
g him to do some-
f his competitors

Installing a
ilter at $500,000
il at an automatic
the said.

March, when immigration offi-
cers arrested 300 workers at a
New Bedford leather-goods fac-
tory, leaving some of their chil-
dren stranded for hours, as part
of an increased crackdown
nationwide on illegal immi-
grants that paralleled ap
attempt in Congress to find a

ity, immigrant groups have been
feeling more vulnerable as fed-
eral officials seem to have
stepped up enforcement efforts
and detentions. Even document-
ed aliens, he said, identify with
the insecurity that others have
felt. ‘

$350,000 — and offers its ser-
vices for free, according to
Ayers. But it does complicate
the process of building trust in
the community among people
who aren’t already familiar with

its work.
“We’ve built that trust within
various ethnic

i ’ way to offer citizenship to immi- “There’s a S 211 language
:egﬁdﬁhitllr;l::g; grants who are in this country LOt of appre- communities,”

; . illegally. €hsion Ayers said.
f the cremation There’s no simple way to around whars MJames Ayers,

won’t do that,”

know how large the Spanish-

the role of

executive director of the

“We’ll continue
to do that, but jt

’s a moral issue.” : Y local 1

; speaking community is, Ayers loca aV}” makes that
said, but it appears to be grow- enfor cement, Ce.ntgr for Ne".V more difficult
(] th ing, with concentrations in hetsald. The Amer, Icans, said that and more time

Turners Falls and Greenfield. walers  were i i consuming.”
l The “Hispanic/Latino (popu- muddied when r egqrdless of natlonallty, Aside gfrom
i?tli;m) of any race” i;l ’Iha'mfars ;}cll?ninifs{t(;'?trilgr}; Immigrant gr oups have e importance
alls was 2.6 percent and for I : f Mold ,
apon Greenfield was 3.5 percent, Was looking to been feelmg more logu S ;) i gv,? I;S
according to the 2000 U.S involve state vulnerable as federal ’

Census — a fraction of the 12.5
percent population for the

police in immi-
gration

officials seem to have

Ukrainians ,
Southeast
Asians, Central

h ; enforcement, ;
Sses say ?}?;wrzl.oovz‘ggx"ebu;o Il‘arfg“(:'lé‘l ntl}(lﬁ;ll which Devaj Stepped up enforcement Al}rllerlcan§ and
£Z and County at the time. The 2006 Patrick  has efforts. g'a(relrts t;mgllle_
according Census estimate was 2.5 percent since ' rolled work force

for Franklin County and 14.8 back. ) b. £

; . The previ- ecause of a
tand bercent for the nation as a previ- - strong work ethic, Ayers said
r to the whole, ous administration’s willingness “Th g 1 ’ 'tlr}; fairly
“When the immigration to use police, he said, created cy also come with a fairly
q unched deb - h the misperception that law Tealistic sense of how the
P ebate was going on, there was percep American dream works. In

some fear, but also anticipation
that something good might hap-

enforcement is used as an arm
of the federal government

many ways, it’s a dream that’s

pen,” Ayers said, “that some of rather than a resource that’s ::)ﬂgntie?zflll;agoﬂ)t d:ggf:t'eg(‘)m?sr g
. . the contradictions in immigra- there to protect everyone’s safe- here so their children can havg
lice, punching tjon law and policy would be ty. . ;

h « . something better. They realize
, ironed out, but also that the Part of what we work with for them. their economic and 1
police that it message could be sent on the  students on, and help them social situation isn't likely to I
o started the National level that immigrants understand, is how law enforce- change radically overnight”
bylor’s Tavern 2re Valued, welcomed and an ment will react and won’t react In fact, he said, many of the S
2y Important part of American cul- ’ ’ y

reet, and that
led him names
haracter.” He
nez and told

ture and the work force. When
the bill died, it left people very
disappointed and feeling anx-
ious.”

The Massachusetts Institute

to various situations,” said
Ayers, whose organization is
involved in citizenship training
and also does outreach to help
immigrants with housing, jobs

nearly 450 immigrants the cen-
ter typically helps in a year
have made sacrifices to come to
this country in the belief there
will be greater opportunity for

had never and other issues. “We do hear their children. !
ment. i%;pirtist‘f] x?e(:eg?lgl? vgizgﬁiza? about  people who witness Without expecting to see —
arraignment  tion documented in a 1999 report CrMes and incidents but dopt immediate impr ovements, he
urt  Friday, the significance of immigrant Want to call in because they’re added, their " faith in the -
ithout th, workers to the state’s economy worried about how police may American dream is “tempered 2in
 without the W accounting for 82 percent of Treact. For the most part, 'm  and realistic,” Ayers said. “I’'m ;
g a danger- the labor force growth in the Very impressed with how local  thrilled how much they do

bcheduled for

laxton at:
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previous decade and a half, If
not for foreign immigration,
MassINC reported, the state’s
population would have shrunk in
every decade since the 1970s,

police have handled things, but
that perception is out there.”
The debate over immigration
financially hasn’t hurt the agen-
cy, which gets 75 to 80 percent of

A\ )

believe in it.”

You can reach Richie Davis at:
rdavis @ recorder.com
or (413) 772-0261 Ext. 269
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