
 12 

December 12th,  2024
           7:00 pm 

Weinste in  Auditor ium
Wright  Hal l

Smith  Col lege,  E lm Street ,
Northampton and onl ine

Reading & Celebration 

12

December 12th, 2024
7:00 pm

Weinste in Auditor ium
Wright Hal l

Smith Col lege, E lm Street ,
Northampton and onl ine

Reading & Celebration

12

December 12th, 2024
7:00 pm

Weinste in Auditor ium
Wright Hal l

Smith Col lege, E lm Street ,
Northampton and onl ine

Reading & Celebration



 12 

December 12th,  2024
             7:00 pm 

Weinste in  Auditor ium
Wright  Hal l

Smith  Col lege,  E lm Street ,
Northampton and onl ine

Reading & Celebration 

112
 2  11 

Center for New Americans has been welcoming and
serving immigrants in W. Mass since 1992.

We offer free classes in English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL). Instruction includes digital
literacy, civics, employment preparation.

We offer classes mornings and evenings, in person
and online, in 4 centers: Amherst, Greenfield,
Northampton, and Springfield.

Students receive education and career advising,
support services, and connection to community
resources. We also offer immigration legal
assistance.

Our staff of teachers, advisors, program
coordinators, and tech associates is supported by
many dedicated volunteers.

 

30 Poems in November! is the literary equivalent of
a charity road race.  People write and raise to support Center
for New Americans’ free classes and services for immigrants.

Sarah Sullivan served as Event Chair for her 7th year,
offering inspiring daily poetry prompts. She also  presented a
“Welcome, Writers” workshop on November 1st, and another
workshop on November 23rd.  Anita Gallers led a workshop
mid-month .
.
Many of our teachers teach poetry as a means of
expression in English classes during  our Fall poetry season.

This Reading is a celebration of our month-long
“Poem-a-thon!” We will also publish an Anthology to
recognize participating writers.

t

Grey  Matter  Books

Some Words that t ry to be a poem . . . 
 by Zoral is , former s tudent

Migrant who leaves your land and your being.
To f ind you on another path wi thout your

knowledge,
that smel ls d i f ferent , that looks d i f ferent , 

that moves di f ferent ;
But l ike angels on your path 
you f ind hearts wi l l ing and 

k ind to g ive what has not been 
asked of them;

make you feel welcome 
and al though you are a fore igner to many 

l ike an Al ien, they g ive you 
the most valuable th ing that a 

person could give ; your conf idence
The conf idence of extending

 a helping hand to you,
The t rust that you wi l l respect

 and honor thei r country ,
Yes , that country that they lent you, 

but that you feel so lucky that i t houses you, 
that lov ing i t i s natural and instantaneous 
and the only word you can say that i s not 

enough to def ine your fee l ing is 
THANK YOU.

Quiero  compart i r  a lgunas palabras  
que intentan ser  un  poema:

Migrante  que dejas  tu  t ier ra  y  tu  ser .
Para encontrarte  en  otro  sendero  s in  tu

saber ,
que huele  d i ferente ,  que se  ve  d i ferente ,  

que se  mueve di ferente ;  
Pero  como angeles  en  tu  camino 
encuentras  corazones  dispuestos  

y  bondadosos  a  dar  lo  que no se  le  ha
pedido;

hacerte  sent i r  b ienvenido y  aunque 
eres  un  extranjero  para muchos  

como un Al ien,  te  entregan l
o mas val ioso  que una persona

pude dar ;  su  conf ianza
La conf ianza de tenderte

una mano amiga,
La conf ianza de que 

respetaras  y  honrarás  su  pais ,
s i ,  ese  pais  que te  prestaron,  

pero  que te  s ientes  tan afortunada 
que te  a lbergue,  que amarlo  es  natural  

e  instantaneo y  la  unica palabra 
que puedes  dec i r  y  no  alcanza 

para def in i r  tu  sent i r  es  
GRACIAS.
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 Thank you to:

Sarah Sullivan, Event Chair, for your inspiring daily
prompts, educational tidbits, and encouragement;

Sarah Sullivan & Anita Gallers for writing workshops;

Jean Blakeman, Elsa Phillippi Cline, and Mary Ellen
Shaughan, for fundraising guidance;

Participating writers for your creativity and outreach;

Supporters for your generosity;

Poetry lovers Marisa Labozzetta and Martin Wohl for
anthology and lots of other support;

Smith College for hosting the Reading;

Collective Copies/Levellers Press for producing the
      anthologies and selling them at cost;

Northampton Open Media for technical support;

Center for New Americans staff, board, volunteers for
your dedication
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o mas val ioso  que una persona

pude dar ;  su  conf ianza
La conf ianza de tenderte

una mano amiga,
La conf ianza de que

respetaras  y  honrarás  su  pais ,
s i ,  ese  pais  que te  prestaron,

pero  que te  s ientes  tan afortunada
que te  a lbergue,  que amarlo  es  natural

e  instantaneo y  la  unica palabra
que puedes  dec i r  y  no  alcanza

para def in i r  tu  sent i r  es
GRACIAS.
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Center for New Americans has been welcoming and
serving immigrants in W. Mass since 1992.

We offer free classes in English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL). Instruction includes digital
literacy, civics, employment preparation.

We offer classes mornings and evenings, in person
and online, in 4 centers: Amherst, Greenfield,
Northampton, and Springfield.

Students receive education and career advising,
support services, and connection to community
resources. We also offer immigration legal
assistance.

Our staff of teachers, advisors, program
coordinators, and tech associates is supported by
many dedicated volunteers.

 

30 Poems in November! is the literary equivalent of
a charity road race.  People write and raise to support Center
for New Americans’ free classes and services for immigrants.

Sarah Sullivan served as Event Chair for her 7th year,
offering inspiring daily poetry prompts. She also  presented a
“Welcome, Writers” workshop on November 1st, and another
workshop on November 23rd.  Anita Gallers led a workshop
mid-month .
.
Many of our teachers teach poetry as a means of
expression in English classes during  our Fall poetry season.

This Reading is a celebration of our month-long
“Poem-a-thon!” We will also publish an Anthology to
recognize participating writers.

t

Grey  Matter  Books

Some Words that t ry to be a poem . . . 
 by Zoral is , former s tudent

Migrant who leaves your land and your being.
To f ind you on another path wi thout your

knowledge,
that smel ls d i f ferent , that looks d i f ferent , 

that moves di f ferent ;
But l ike angels on your path 
you f ind hearts wi l l ing and 

k ind to g ive what has not been 
asked of them;

make you feel welcome 
and al though you are a fore igner to many 

l ike an Al ien, they g ive you 
the most valuable th ing that a 

person could give ; your conf idence
The conf idence of extending

 a helping hand to you,
The t rust that you wi l l respect

 and honor thei r country ,
Yes , that country that they lent you, 

but that you feel so lucky that i t houses you, 
that lov ing i t i s natural and instantaneous 
and the only word you can say that i s not 

enough to def ine your fee l ing is 
THANK YOU.

Quiero  compart i r  a lgunas palabras  
que intentan ser  un  poema:

Migrante  que dejas  tu  t ier ra  y  tu  ser .
Para encontrarte  en  otro  sendero  s in  tu

saber ,
que huele  d i ferente ,  que se  ve  d i ferente ,  

que se  mueve di ferente ;  
Pero  como angeles  en  tu  camino 
encuentras  corazones  dispuestos  

y  bondadosos  a  dar  lo  que no se  le  ha
pedido;

hacerte  sent i r  b ienvenido y  aunque 
eres  un  extranjero  para muchos  

como un Al ien,  te  entregan l
o mas val ioso  que una persona

pude dar ;  su  conf ianza
La conf ianza de tenderte

una mano amiga,
La conf ianza de que 

respetaras  y  honrarás  su  pais ,
s i ,  ese  pais  que te  prestaron,  

pero  que te  s ientes  tan afortunada 
que te  a lbergue,  que amarlo  es  natural  

e  instantaneo y  la  unica palabra 
que puedes  dec i r  y  no  alcanza 

para def in i r  tu  sent i r  es  
GRACIAS.
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